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WORRIED: Rached Willka and Rinmmatiz Mok in Adelaide during the woek,
Pleture: lo-Anna Robinson

Lauren Novak

MOTHERS f[rom remobe
Aboriginal eommunities in
the Northern Termtory have
told how they f'l'.‘_ﬂr a axglzl:rnd
Stolen Generation will be
created under the Howard
Government™s controversial
intervention.

In Adelalde for publle forums
this weel, the women alse con-
demned the schefme a5 an “in-
vasion™ of thele lands.

announced In June, the Gov-
efmument’s agrenda aimed Lo pro-
bt abused ehildren.

But Eileen Cummings, mom
Bulnean, A2k soulh-past of
Eatherine, eaid parents were
afraid their children wsoukd be
Laken froem Wem ina repeat of e
Agsimilation Polley which lasted
up b the 19708,

"Mone of us belbeve théy really
wanl to protect our children,”
sakd Eilsen, who was laken from
hes parents at U age of four and
now has three daughters, 10
prandehildren and two great
Erandeldldrern.

"The caneerm is the ehildren are
ol Lo e rermoved and they ane
g Lo go Lhrough Lthe same
Lhimgs wae clid.”

The pew legislotion restricted
welfpre payments, banned ol
cohol, relioesd the Lands permit
system and strengthened polie
ing.

It was prompted by the Lt
f“?hﬂr]‘rr'np..lLer}i.'rr o report =
commmissiomed by the NT Govern-
et which detalled gmphic
childd abuse, poor living condis
thons nnd short Hfe expectandcy,

Eachel Willika, from Eva Valley,
100k sonth-east of Katherine,
first henrd that government offic-
ials and the wemy woukd descend
mm her towm from 5 fiend whio
wamedl her to “wmich owt”,

“Syiven I heeard that. T felt really
frightenesd ” Rachel said

I wenit Back and tobd ey Gamiy,
ey sadd: “We golla pack our

bags, we gotta hide in the bush""”
Raymatija Marika, I:Il'HI'.H]IJI'II‘JLI".'.
aboart Tokem east of Darwin, said
the netion wos an “invasion of our
priviscy™,

“Oine ald man said (when the
Clovernmentd arrived): “What's the
arry clolng here? Whot's the
palice doing here? 15 thene o war
poing on®,” she soid.

"Preaple think theyoe spies,”

When details of the intervention
first repched Nbholunkbay, & mins
ing town of about ADHH) peaple,
Raymattjn was “‘absolutely
stunnesd | . . shocked and angry™,

The Federd Covernment. justi-
fied the plon os necossary bo
wdeet children and help families
Wil the women Sakl the changes
wire nol benelitling them at all.

Allbowgh ey sa8d chibd abiise
wis nob as rife as reported in the
midia, problems with  abeohal,
drigs and violenee lad, n some
cormmunities, sacalated

The problems afecting almast
all remote toAns - and those the
women [t the Government
ahould Be disecbing more Moy
towards - ncluded unsealed
rodads, lacking infrastrsciune, Bm-
Red pesess Lo Uransport and sky-
high Ltravel and food costs.

In Eva Valley, Rachel has mo
atcess Lo the intemet, radio,
newspapers of televigion. There 5
no shop and ghe must take 5 taxi

an almost S8 round tEp - Lo
Kotherine, 100Km away.

mothers say ‘invasion’ targets wrong priorities —

Don’t steal
our children

Oiee there, ghe has 1o pay §6.50
for & tul of prsangarine, $5 for & boal
of bread and £3 for a can of Coke

all on the average weekly wige
of aboul 2150, And the intsodue
tion of food vouchers under Lhe
Govremenent’'s plan has added in-
it to injury.

“If theyre fhir dinkan akbsoak
this povermiment intervention it
ahould be made easy [ YOuUr oW
people Lo lve" zald Raymattja,
whio works at Yirrkala Art Centre.

Ehe drives Lo work and relurmns
hoBye 1o her Chies-bednososm
house winere gl lves with nine
ollwers, Inelsding er adult chil-
dren and three grandehBdren.

While In Adelaide, Rayvmallja
commented on the “lovely
housea™ and called for more Biows-
i i the WT that was “culturally
appropriate’” to larger Aboripinal
familes wanting to lwe together

Rache] also lves inoa Mol e
with her six children and one
grandeon. She works as a school
tutor arsd volunbeers at the local
churen, where she helps patnod
the streets of Eva Valley knoking
for alcohol smugglers. At home,
she =ald it was “open slather [or
drug deslers, smugglers
pedophiles, hipples, ferals™ since
the permnit system was el

Pilawuk White, from Peppl-
menartl, FE0km south-west of
Crarwin, now Lves in 834 but was
also soncrmed abowt the elfect of
aenng the bamers Lo outsiders

“Who's to say the people won't
g0 off into our land where they'ne
nat alkowed to go and destroy our
sites and our countey T she sald

“What we want the Australian
people to know, and even people
ONCTECOS, |8 we ane pesisting.”

Respecied South Australlan in-
digenous beader Allee Rigmey,
whi spoke at Friday's forum. had
a waming for white Auvsiralians

“They lave Lo be careful, they
v o e geared, 100, He we ane
for our people,” ke aa8d, refering
o the Prime Minlster's admizsion
that ewentually all parents rnis-
trsating their childron could ace
welfare culbacks.




